


Intonation

Getting you better understood



Suprasegmental features

• Vowels
• Syllable stress in words
• Syllable stress in phrases
• Rhythm & Chunking
• Schwa
• Sentence chunking
• Intonation
• Connected Speech

Intonation



TPP
Teacher



To focus on this stress contrast
Duration

Intensity

Pitch

c’m ter

c’m ter

c’m ter



Contrasting
SY-lla-ble

I   was   running
LATE



Contrasting
SY-lla-ble

I   was   running
LATE



Contrasting
SY-lla-ble

I   was   running
LATE

LATE



Where does she live?

so I
don’t see

her

much



Discourse Function

• Falling tones
• Non-falling tones

• Finality and unloading of information
• Non-finality or information is needed

It   is 

IN
but it is difficult for me to follow your 

NA
t’resAng explan

tions.



Focus



Finding 
your 

voice



Intonation

➨ ➨ ➨➨➨➨
➨➨➨



General facts 
This is a PEN

I’m from ENgland

I am a TEAcher

I like to play the guiTAR

I DIdn’t have breakfast this morning

➨
➨

➨

➨

➨

➨➨



Where are you from?

Your first language is
English, isn’t it?

What is your job?

What qualifications do 
you have?

➨

➨
➨

➨

➨

Could you sign here?

Formality➨➨



I THINK it is important

You are JOking

The deadline is toMOrrow

Contrasting focus ➨

➨ ➨➨

➨

➨ ➨➨

➨

➨ ➨

➨➨



Attitudinal function 

1. Fall-rise

2. Rise-fall

• Doubt, uncertainty, 
reservation

• Impressed, arrogant, 
confident, putting down

reallyinteresting

The handling of covid by 
the government was….

➨➨
➨➨



➨



Exceptions to these rules…

• Statements– Fall

• Commands – Fall
• Wh-questions - Fall
• Yes/No questions - Rise
• Tag - rise

• Rise – non finality / questioning
• Fall-rise – an additional unspoken message
• Rise – a return command into request
• Rise – adds warmth / interest
• Fall – turns question into exclamation
• Fall – more confidence



Intona:on…

A: This is not bad.

B: This is not bad…?
A: This is good 
but needs more salt
A: Could you pass the salt?
B: I could if you say it nicely

A: Could you PLEASE pass the salt?
B: HERE you are
B: And NEXT time, 
make your OWN!

true feelings



Intonation…

A: This is not bad.

B: This is not bad…?
A: This is good 
but needs more salt
A: Could you pass the salt?
B: I could if you say it nicely

A: Could you PLEASE pass the salt?
B: HERE you are
B: And NEXT time, 
make your OWN!

fall = certainty

rise = surprise
partial fall = more to come
fall = finished
rise = request help
fall = annoyance

rise = uncertainty
fall = annoyance
partial fall = more to come
fall = finished

true feelings



Natural to put emphasis in conversation on particular words

I LOVE that photograph?

THIS one?
No, THAT photograph?

Yes. I looked SO young.

You STILL do.

You’re TOO kind. You must WANT something.

Emm. Can I BOrrow some money?

In a WORD: NO.

➨

➨➨ ➨➨
➨ ➨

➨ ➨ ➨
➨



Reactional 
Intonation



Focus on stress contrast
Duration

Intensity

Pitch
c’m ter c’m ter c’m ter



My car was 
stolen

Oh my
God

And it was new

What ‘y gonna
do?

I don’t know but 
it is insured

Well, that is a re
lief





me about it
Tell
I’m so tired



You’re
jo

I lost my wallet!

king



riously
SE

I have to work 
overtime



lly
Rea

I got full marks in my test!



mare
Night

It took an extra hour 
to get here



How
ba

I pushed to get off 
the train but the 
doors closed!

ra’ssingem



What
ha

Sorry I’m late

ppened



Were
right?

I fell down the stairs!

alyou



What
do?

I got lost.

youdid



Now shadowing with a video
















