


Word Stress

Getting you better understood



Vowels

• Tongue position
• Jaw position
• Lips rounded
• Tense and Lax vowels
• Short or glided long vowels



Suprasegmental features

• Vowels
• Syllable stress in words
• Syllable stress in phrases
• Rhythm & Chunking
• Schwa
• Sentence chunking
• Intonation
• Connected Speech

Word Stress





What are suprasegmentals?

• Such lexical stress is indicated by such properBes as changes in pitch 
(pitch accent), increased intensity/loudness (dynamic accent) and full 
arBculaBon of the vowel (qualita1ve accent) which refers to duraBon 
and vowel quality 

• Nuclear stress (or tonic stress, primary stress) is the most prominent 
stress of an intonaBon unit. It indicates the focus in discourse 
(Bolinger, 1989; CruPenden, 1997), or new or contrasBve informaBon 
(CruPenden, 1997; Gussenhoven, 1984; Ladefoged, 2009), while old 
or given informaBon has reduced prominence (Bolinger, 1989; 
Couper-Kuhlen, 1986) 



5 changes Where do you live?
→ /wɛr/ /du/ /ju/ /lɪv/ → /wɛrʤə’lɪv/

• Duration
• Intensity
• Pitch

Where do live?you







(pitch accent)



(qualitative accent) 



(pitch accent)



(qualitative accent) 



(dynamic accent) 



5 changes Where do you live?
→ /wɛr/ /du/ /ju/ /lɪv/ → /wɛrʤə’lɪv/

• Duration
• Intensity
• Pitch

Wheeere do live?you



5 changes Where do you live?
→ /wɛr/ /du/ /ju/ /lɪv/ → /wɛrʤə’lɪv/

• Duration
• Intensity
• Pitch

Where dju live?



5 changes Where do you live?
→ /wɛr/ /du/ /ju/ /lɪv/ → /wɛrʤə’lɪv/

• Duration
• Intensity
• Pitch

Where dju wanna live?



To focus on this stress contrast
Duration

Intensity

Pitch

c’m ter

c’m ter

c’m ter



Stressing the word

• Length – duration
• Pitch – high / low voice
• Intensity – strong/weak, tense/lax (relax)
• Weaken others

• Affected by place and manner of articulation
• i.e. how you place tongue/mouth/teeth and breathing



Placement

Manner
➨
➨



➨

➨



Remember the contrast in syllables words

TEAcher
aSSIST

STUdent b’CAUSE

PUpils suCCEED



But in a sentence it can change if not important

The teacher assists her student because she wants these Pupils to 
succeed.

the TEAcher assists her student beCAUSE she wants these pupils to 
suCCEED.



Generally 

• Content words are stressed
• 2 or more syllable words have one stressed/prominent syllable



Try to make a sentence using these expressions and notice the contrast in pitch, intensity and duration



MAjor TEAcher Idea NOtice MUsic
CRAzy Equal HIGHer  SLOWly BOOing

aRRANGE          beLIEVE deLIGHT heLLO unTRUE
creATE rePEAT aRRIVE beLOW exCUSE

MY turn GREENhouse     MY turn d’ KNOW goo’ CLUE
may I are WE   I am and SO me TOO
am I PLEASE do          a LIE the SHOW       YOUtube

Stress 
Phrase

Try to make a sentence using these expressions and notice the contrast in pitch, intensity and duration



Practice



Practice





Recognition of targeted pronunciationSyllables 
 
Your analysis: 
 

SPRINT TAble deCIDE cv cvc FURnitURE conCLUsion TEleVIsion UnderSTANDing 
 
Games 
cvcc 
bought 
cvc 
late 
cvc 
name 
cvc 
force 
cvc 
like 
cvc 
life 
cvc 
own 
vc 
pace 
cvc 
roll 
cvc 
Play 
ccv 
Stayed 
cvc 
 
 
 
 
 

Rarely 
Cv cv 
Purpose 
Cv cvc 
People 
Cv cvc 
Acting 
Vc cvc 
Players 
Ccv cvc 
Second 
Cv cvcc 
Higher 
Cv cvc 
After 
V ccv 
Money 
Cv cv 
Duty 
Cv cv 
Shooter 
Cv cv 
Console 
Cvc cv 
Rainbow 
Cvc cv 
Station 
Cv cvc 
Often 
V cvc 

 Prefer 
Cv cv 
Surprised 
Cv ccvcc 
Because 
Cv cvc 
Between 
Cv ccvc 
Explain 
Cv ccvc 
Advised 
V cvcc 
 

Possible 
Cv cv cv 
Japanese 
Cv cv cvc 
Millionaire 
Cv cvc v 
Previous 
Ccv cv vc 
Various 
Cv cv vc 
Anymore 
V cv cv 
Recently 
Cv cvc cv 
 
tactical 
cv cv cv 
 

Computer 
Cvc cv cvc 
Another 
V cv cv 
Example 
V cvc cv 
Surprising 
Cv cv cvc 
Including 
Vc ccv cvc 
Producer 
Ccv cv cvc 
 

Illustrator 
V cv ccv cv 

Application 
V cv cv cvc 
Illustrations 
V cv ccv cvc 
Elementary 
V cv cvc ccv 
 



Practice



Have your conversation about hobbies and …
… try to find examples of long vowels in your conversation

Discover

Syllables 
 
Your analysis: 
 

SPRINT TAble deCIDE cv cvc FURnitURE conCLUsion TEleVIsion UnderSTANDing 
 
Games 
cvcc 
bought 
cvc 
late 
cvc 
name 
cvc 
force 
cvc 
like 
cvc 
life 
cvc 
own 
vc 
pace 
cvc 
roll 
cvc 
Play 
ccv 
Stayed 
cvc 
 
 
 
 
 

Rarely 
Cv cv 
Purpose 
Cv cvc 
People 
Cv cvc 
Acting 
Vc cvc 
Players 
Ccv cvc 
Second 
Cv cvcc 
Higher 
Cv cvc 
After 
V ccv 
Money 
Cv cv 
Duty 
Cv cv 
Shooter 
Cv cv 
Console 
Cvc cv 
Rainbow 
Cvc cv 
Station 
Cv cvc 
Often 
V cvc 

 Prefer 
Cv cv 
Surprised 
Cv ccvcc 
Because 
Cv cvc 
Between 
Cv ccvc 
Explain 
Cv ccvc 
Advised 
V cvcc 
 

Possible 
Cv cv cv 
Japanese 
Cv cv cvc 
Millionaire 
Cv cvc v 
Previous 
Ccv cv vc 
Various 
Cv cv vc 
Anymore 
V cv cv 
Recently 
Cv cvc cv 
 
tactical 
cv cv cv 
 

Computer 
Cvc cv cvc 
Another 
V cv cv 
Example 
V cvc cv 
Surprising 
Cv cv cvc 
Including 
Vc ccv cvc 
Producer 
Ccv cv cvc 
 

Illustrator 
V cv ccv cv 

Application 
V cv cv cvc 
Illustrations 
V cv ccv cvc 
Elementary 
V cv cvc ccv 
 



To focus on this stress contrast
Duration

Intensity

Pitch

c’m ter

c’m ter

c’m ter



Keep                
working 
at it



Remember to explore and have fun

Getting you 
better 
understood




