


Shwa Contrast
Getting you better understood



Working on pitch, 
intensity and duration
• Focus on one



Suprasegmental features

• Vowels
• Syllable stress in words
• Syllable stress in phrases
• Rhythm & Chunking
• Schwa
• Sentence chunking
• Intonation
• Connected Speech

Schwa



To focus on this stress contrast
Duration

Intensity

Pitch

c’m ter

c’m ter

c’m ter



• CONTRASTS



Try teaching 
the sound

/ə /



• Commonly used
• Reduced stress sound
• Function words
• Unstressed syllables in content words
• Enables natural rhythm
• Can change other unstressed vowel sounds

• As a result, ə is the most common vowel sound

/ə/ 



ə

COMPARE

Length – duration
Pitch – high / low voice
Intensity – strong/weak, tense/lax (relax)
Weaken others

/ə/ 



Giving greater contrast

• Shwa
• The sound before or after the unstressed shwa



Tense/lax
Movement
ConnectedSTRONG

wəak

/ə/



Tense/lax
Movement
Connected

/ə/



teachərtea
chər

/ə/



mothərmo
thər

/ə/



workərwor
kər

/ə/



with hərwi
thər

/ə/



Need ə handnee
də hand

/ə/



listənLI
stən

/ə/



teləphonete

lə
/ə/

phone



Tense/lax
Movement
Connected

/ə/



ə bookbook

ə
/ə/



əboutbout

ə
/ə/



This is ə peni
zə

/ə/

penThis



unbəlievəbəllie
bə

/ə/

un
və
bəl



I want tə gowan
tə

/ə/

goI



This is fə mesis
fə

/ə/

meThi



Choose vocabulary to practice
• Unbelievable

• Challenging

• Reliable
• Consideration

• Photograph
• Application

• Magazine

• Disappointed
• Attractive

• Reasonable
• Secondhand

• Driver’s license

• Passionate



Choose vocabulary to practice
• Unbelievable

• Challenging

• Reliable
• Consideration

• Photograph
• Application

• Magazine

• Disappointed
• Attractive

• Reasonable
• Secondhand

• Driver’s license

• Passionate

• Unbelievəbəl

• Challənging

• Rəliəbəl
• Considərashən

• Photəgraph
• Applicashən

• Magəzine

• Disəppointed
• əttractive

• Reas’nəbəl
• Secəndhand

• Drivər’s licənse

• Passhənəte



Choose vocabulary that students will need
• I want to move out

• I’m applying for a job

• University hasn’t prepared me
• I might consider studying

• A good company position
• Absolutely no idea

• Become independent

• Few jobs available
• Relevant experience

• A teacher
• Job interview

• I can see the world

• Earn some money

ə

• I want tə move out

• I’m əpplying fə rə job

• Universəty hasnət prepared me
• I might considər studying

• ə goo’ compəny posishən
• Absəlutely no idea

• Bəcome independənt

• Few jobs əvailəbəl
• Reləvant experiənce

• ə teachər
• Job intərview

• I cən see thə world

• Earn səm money

ə
ə



• Commonly used
• Reduced stress sound
• Function words
• Unstressed syllables in content words
• Enables natural rhythm
• Can change other unstressed vowel sounds

• As a result, ə is the most common vowel sound

/ə/ 





Focus on worksheet with phrases



ə ə ə ə əə





••••••••     I once had a blind date with Cilla.

•••••••• I took her to watch Aston Villa.

••••• She sang to the crowd

••••• And sang very loud

•••••••• And that's why they threatened to kill 'er.



Limerick
• Purpose
• Nonsense poems
• Make people laugh

• Structure
• Five lines –
• 1st, 2nd & 5th have the same number of syllables
• 3rd & 4th have the same number of syllables

• Has a special rhymn pattern

1st

2nd

5th

3rd

4th



The Old Lady From Rome

•There was an old lady from Rome
•Who never could find her way home
•She would walk down the street
•Getting very sore feet
•That silly old lady from Rome!

Character
Situation
Plot 
development
Summary



Focus on contrasting sounds 
Reduce sounds to fit the rhythm



Limerick Poems

••••••••     I once had a blind date with Cilla.

•••••••• I took her to watch Aston Villa.

••••• She sang to the crowd

••••• And sang very loud

•••••••• And that's why they threatened to kill 'er.



TPP
Teacher











Keep                
working 
at it



Remember to explore and have fun

Getting you 
better 
understood




